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A FROM GEN- HAL RECK 

to' G k N lilt A L ROS tfiCR A MS. 

The .Following letter from the General, 

in-Chief, Las been forwarded heuoe to | 
-Geneial iioseorany 

Headquarters of the <■ y. j 
Washington, b. 0 , March 8, 1808, j 

Mfljor General W. S. Rosecrans, 

Commandin')&c., Murfreesboro', Tennessee: ! 

Generai i have just roe cl Major 
General o. 8. Reynold's Jett w Ft bruary i 

10, witli v'.ut ••ndotsenVcut ol 1 t bruary 18- j 
'the suggns* ju of Genera', y colds and 1 

Geucrul Tie., n.is, in regard i> uore rigid 
treatment ot alt disloyal persons witnin the 

lines of your .nmy, are pp ■ >' <1 Mo ad. 

dctional inha'U’ ticiiis from .1 ■ -c- headepunr 
torn.are dc-.,.id necessary T> u have ah 

ready bet n u ■:» d to preeu.c y> m subsis- 

tence, forage and means or umnspc nation, ; 

sir far as possible, iu the e. ut try occupied. | 
This vou had a right to do without any j 
instructions. 

As the commanding Gcucral ir< the field, | 
vou’have power to enfoic" al laws and, 

UBUfges of w r, howercr rigid and severe | 

they may be, unless there be sent act of j 
<'engross, regnbition, order, or construction { 

forbidding or testric'iug sucb enforcement, j 
As a gen ral iu)e, you n ust be I lie judge 
where it is "beat to rigid y apply these laws/', 
and where : more lenient course is of more 

advantage to our cause. Distinctions, 
however, should always be made m regard 

to tbe character of the people iu the dis- 

trict of country which is military occupied 
or passed over. 

The people of the country in which you 
are likely to operate may be. divided into 

three classes; 
1. The truly loyal, who neither aid nor 

assist the Reoela, except under compulsion, 
but. who favor or assist the Union forces.. 
Where it cau possibly be avoided, this class 

of persons 6hculd not be subjected to mili* 

tary requisitions, but should receive tha 

protection of our arms. It n ay, however, 
sometimes be necessary to take their prop* 
erty, either for our own use or <o prevent it 

falling into the hands of the enemy. -They 
will be paid at the]time the value of such 

property; or if that bo impracticable, they 
will be hereafter fully indemnified. Re* 

eeipts should be given for all property so 

taken without being paid for. 
2 Those who take no part in the war, 

but.belong to tho class known in military 
law as von combatants. In a civil war 

like this now waged, this class ;s supposed 
to sympathize with icbelion rather, than 
with the Government. There yam be no 

such thing as neutrality in a rebeliou. This 
term is applicable only to foreign Powers. 
8,ueh persons, so long as they commit no 

hostile act, and confine themselves to their 

private avocotions, are not to be molested 

by the military forces, nor is their property 
to be seized except as a military necessity. 
They, however, are subject to forced loaus 
and un itary requisitions, and their houses 
to billet for soldiers* quarters, and to appro- 

priations for temporary military uses. Sub* 

ject to these impositions, the non-combatant 

inhabitants of district of eountry military 
oecdpied by one of the belligerents arc en* 

titled to the military protection of tb« oo* 

oupyiug foroos 

But while entitled to such protection, 
they incur very serirua obligations—obi1'* 
gations diflering in seme respects from 
those of civil allegiance, but equally bind- 

iug. For example, those who rise in arms 

against the occupying army, or against the 

authority establisued by the same, are war 

Rebels 01 military nailers, and incur tiie 

penalty of death. Ti.ty are not entitled to 
be considered as prisoners of war when cap- 
tured. Th cir property is subject to mili- 

tary seizure and military coniiseatioi.. Mili- 
tary treason of this kind is bioad'y distin- 

guished troui the treason defined in consti- 
tutional and statutory courts. Military 
treason is a military offence, punishable by 
the common laws of war. Again, persons 
belonging to such occupied territory, and 
within :he: military lines of the occupying 
forces, can give no intorunuiou of the oc- 

copying power without pi<.per authority 
To do so, the party not only torteits all 
.claim to protection, but subjects bln self or 

■herself to b punished cither •« a spy or a 

military traitor, according to the character 
of tlic particular .offence. 
Our treatment of such offences and such 
offenders has hitheito been altogether too 
'enient. A more strict enforcement uf the 
laws ot war in this respect is recommended. 
Such offenders should be made to understand 
the penalties they incur, and to know that 
these penalties will be rigidly enforc d. 

3 Those who arc openly and avowedly 
hostile to the occupy in-.- army, but who do 
not bear arms against such forces In other 
words while claiming to be non-con Indents, 
they repudiate the obligations tweifiv or im- 

*L 

p'lcdlj incurred by it.e ott er iobabilntits of 
the occupied territory 

Such persons not only incur all the ob 
ligations imposed upon other non-combatant 
inhabitants of the same territory, and are 

Habit to the same punishment (or often es 

committed, but they may be treated as 

prisoners of war, and be subjected to the 
rigors of confinement, or to expulsion as 

combatant enemies. 
1 am of opinion that such persons should 

not, as a general rule, be permitted to goat 
large within our lines. T-> force thost ea- 

table of hearing arms to go within the lines 
of the enemy, adds to his eflutive force: 
to place them in confinement will require 
gua;ds for their safe keeping, and this nec- 

essarily diminishes our active forces in the 
field 

^ ou must determine in each particular 
case which course will be most advantage- 
0U8. 

We have suffered very severely frem this 

class, and it is time that the laws of war 

should be more rigorously enforced against 
them. A bread line of distinction must 

be drawn between friends and enemies— 

between the loyal and disloyal. 
The foregoing remarks have reference to 

military states and military offence* under 

the laws of war.— They are not applicable 
to civil offences uuder the Constitution and 

general laws of the land. 

'J he laws and usages of civilized war 

must be your guide in the treatment of all 

classes of persons of the country in which 

your army may operate, or which it may oc- 

cupy, and you will be permitted to decide 

for yourself where it is best to set with rig- 
or, aDd where best to be more lenient. 

You will not be trainelcd with minute 
instructions. 

Very respectfully, jour obedient servant, 
H. W. Halieck, General in-Cbief, 

Wtsmc CAMP, 

Yeitirduy was a gala d ty in the camp 
oi oni of the brigades stati m d here, or, 

as one of the ofiieors preseut pronouuem. 

it, a ‘gal a-day.’ The occai i n as the nun 

riagt*-of Capt. Daniel Hart, lou paoy Pi, 
1 7th I'giment New Jersey Volume rs, in 

j ieJs^.1 eleu A. Launuoud f WiMtl.tngtot 
!’• Ij Capt. H., is otic of tty most, p pu 
Ur o^yerB of the brigade, a*d bis » 

wer^-terniined t -at 

W'.tttijig to inuke tin > y un 1 oyed 
j happiitBB. The Camp, in aotieipaimu of 
the extent, had been boaat uii 
with .jjyergreeuB and every prepara (mn .ami. 

to gtva eclat to the aibur At j, < .»< y 
noon^the regiment war di wn up 
three..sides of a holies- quare g me 

; canopy under which tht c ;< u was to 

take (lace, when, the hand g jio> -\.n. 

to tin Chief,’ Cenera! Ho. v,it. 

Stag^followed by a large number n 

; al oncers, among whom wire 

Hick|-s,B rry, Burns \, t 

Bartltt, Ward and others m to 

cupy a position on the id; : m. 

tmiipirized for the ceias ,, 

drut^i placed one upon ; er 

Everything being in rea r -as. t.;ie bridal 
party, consisting of the groom »t,«t bride 
witli Colonel Francin ud Lieut mat Col 
onel Pi ice as groon.Bmen, atm iss itl. 
.i amtioud (a sister oi' the bride) 
,’Vw.liR: Lewis, of Phi:.;<; igd.n •,< ; ., 

j 8 Ku^rcl of honor (tw- ve ffioerx m t.’ie r»- 

j giuimt) advanced to the canopy u. 

Wont It Chaplain of ti. r in.... : It To. 

Rose, pertoiuieii tiic marriage r■ mo-', 
the impressive Episcopal form A* tlu 
party advanced to their posit mu they wen 

received by the regiment at a present ur ns 

After the marriage ceremony had b vn per 

j formed —and this included tii rending or 

the ‘license’ granted by the Cierk .. ,n 

| county of Washington, D. 0 aim m- 

I t'd hy the Military Commandant o* > is 

| District, and the witnessing: of tA■ i 

riuge certificate, which was sigrmed !• 

| the prominett officers present t- 

| very interesting ceremony took plan, v- 

the piesentatiou of a medal to tin- 
Dr. Rose. The niedai was otm whiet 
members of Company- Pi had caused t b 

j manufactured as a token of their 
for him and his bravery, as exhibite 

peciully at the battle of Williamsbiiig, 
where, combining the offices of Surgeon 
and Chaplain, he displayed great gallan r> 
and devotion in his attention to the wound- 
ed, receiving two slight wounds upon that 
occasion. The presentation was made by : 

Gen Hooker in behall of the company in 

J one of his brief but expressive speeches.- j 
The worthy recipient gratefully ackpUVvK 

I edged the compliment, and the whole par 
t\ adjourned to a dinner which had been 

prepared by the officers of the regiment— 
a dinner that would vie with the finest ‘set 

out’ of our friends at home- 
The sight of the table would have sur? 

prised those who expect to find nothing to 

the army but ‘bard tuck’ and salt pork. 
After dinner the tables were cleared and 

the pa v ill ion prepared fur a grand ball in 
the evening, borne twenty young Itdies , 

had accompanied the bride from Washing' ] 
ton, and this number was increased by the 

pretence of a number of the wive* of offi- 
cers who are visiting their husbum's in 

camp, making as fine a collection of’ youth 
j and beauty as has ever becu witnessed in 
this part ol the Old Dominion. 

During the evening there was quite a 

display of fireworks, including a number of j 
rockets, the sight of which most have ppz- 

; 

zled the rebels amazingly, and I venture tl<* 

assertion they attributed it to every efcbei 
oauae than the right oue 

The festivities continued until the “wee 

small hours,” and the company seperstsd 
each di daring it was the happiest wedding 
•jhoy i;r-d ever attended—the married y*’- 
niveacd oakiug oue exception. 

Maj r Geneinl Sickles gives an entert»in» 
neiu to the party thiaeveuing., and the par- 
y will return to Washington tomio: row or 

,ie d..y t llowing upon •> special train »tni 

)oat. 

The novelty of the affair, and the mag 
lificeiit scale upon which it has been coti-. 

lucted in.Vi made it on of the event* of 

in war, ;n d an event which will long be re~ 

at-in be red th<*e wi-o wore participants 

L«f-- issi di jehmosut. 

We tin.e bttore os several number* of tb* 

li eh.i one) j o r oil ••. and from them gather some 

,,r oiio hints of what daily li e is n the South 
iinier the despotism established by Day is and 

ii:s ti llow r-Dels Ain o l every ui tide in 

ihei" papers relates us some way or another to 

;he w ir In one tolurnn of tee Enquirer w< 

Bud a number of advertisements c a-sified un- 

forth g utral head‘It. ward These rewards 

urn not or lost dogs or pocket-books, but 'or 
■cies-rt r- Du. irtera from Vi ginia, fro® 
Li -orgio, roni North Garolinit de>c rters fro® » 

cavalry, iniantry and rrt’.ilery, Irishmen G«v- 
iuji no Americans are advei tised in consid 
r ...t v etj- ,n lie. e paper-, md soioet in*s 

in vta.'i v.miict veness ; ns. for instance 
i ;,l. in V 11 Element.', Tenth Virginia env- 

H two of his in-n*de erters him thieve*,' 
gh not; * to :.l the meuib-rs of his 

>• » now to,cm on am pro ext whatever, 
•■■■.* o Iv ve, w,ii» 

dan iie wt; treat them similarly. 
t o tr I -!'ge start of the advertising eolnnuw 

o' r i'tiebmond on tempura ies is taken 
wit indites hea <d To Con cripta or To all 
p.rson- b ween the ages of eight een and forty 
years,’ con nn mling all -ueh, uuder severe pen-. 
alCes. !•> report iheni-e ves at one-* to the t-n* 

■ ••a .ig theirs a id threat* ii-n to tient all vrh# 
no lei 'Mt a.-: de triers. Robert K. Binforit 

> nosnas J H rdgiovean i F.. Francis unnpunctjf * 

cr important to c..no ripts stragglers and do. 
•v r’cr ti a Ion : advertisement that they have 
>-e u ftp oin ed reeruii ing officers. W hateve* 
acre he. taper we turn to. these notices to * 

nserh s .and deserter- stare us in the lace, .-O 

t i vv ul seem to be not le s difib nit to 

kt a m ii m the a m\ than to get them there. 
1 litre •. e ids «dv r isements lor subsututes, 
end pa tieularly for reliable substitutes,’ such 
we -uppost, as wi 1 not run away when they 
get the r priea, 

Military hooks make uj> the few literary an- 

nouncements West A Johnston, 145 Maia 
street advertise as‘now ready.’Jomin.'s Hand 
Book lor thepruet.ee ol War, translated by 
M F. Pii-fligan, attached to the staff of Brig.- 
Gen. H A.Wise.’ Also, ‘Iniamry Tactus, or 

Ktjles lor the cx.rcise and manoeuvres of the 
Confederate Sides Infantry in the Evolutions 
of the h ue ; compiled, arianped and adopted 
to Hard.e s drill, ly C. lone! Joi n II. Richard- 
son, late of the i lev sii nal Army of the Con- 
federate Slut. a. tm la mi p 12 beautifully ii- 
thograpl ed pla es. Price kb.’ 

J. W. Band. Jph announc'd; the Military 
Laws oi ilie t unfed, late Stales. 

‘Win Smith’^ I xtra Bi ly ) addresses live 

paragrui lis through he daily journals, o he 

>o ers of V.rg nis,’ to ted the in that, in obedi- 

ence .o the ru|. e.-t ol many Binds. I e i.- an- 

dinate for Governor. 

‘G. G. Griswold, eimmissu inr,’ | i ts it .n 

mind that ‘thu Sou h is fighting ior liberty,’ 
by a notice tLot hi vjill sell in n. dia.ely .is- 
teen l.kely slaves, consisting ol men, von. n 

and children. Also, all the tanning imi'ie- 
ments and household and kitchm luniti ri .“ 

The fiuancial column ; nm ttuces “gold tel- 

ling at 220 to 226. Bank uotis are Lilt, ai 35 

per cent, premium ior \ irginiu ant Butt; Car. 

oliua, and 40 per cent, lor Geoipic am > ouih 
Carolina. *’ 
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